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State: 

Ohio 

Statute/Law: 

Section 4511.19 (A)(1): Under the influence. 

Per Se Law?: 

No 

Statute/Law Language: 

(1) No person shall operate any vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley within this state, if, at the time of 
the operation, any of the following apply: 

(a) The person is under the influence of alcohol, a drug of abuse, or a combination of them. 

(b) The person has a concentration of eight-hundredths of one per cent or more but less than 
seventeen-hundredths of one per cent by weight per unit volume of alcohol in the person’s whole 
blood. 

(c) The person has a concentration of ninety-six-thousandths of one per cent or more but less than two 
hundred four-thousandths of one per cent by weight per unit volume of alcohol in the person’s blood 
serum or plasma.                                         

(d) The person has a concentration of eight-hundredths of one gram or more but less than seventeen-
hundredths of one gram by weight of alcohol per two hundred ten liters of the person’s breath. 

(e) The person has a concentration of eleven-hundredths of one gram or more but less than two 
hundred thirty-eight-thousandths of one gram by weight of alcohol per one hundred milliliters of the 
person’s urine. 

(f) The person has a concentration of seventeen-hundredths of one per cent or more by weight per unit 
volume of alcohol in the person’s whole blood. 

(g) The person has a concentration of two hundred four-thousandths of one per cent or more by weight 
per unit volume of alcohol in the person’s blood serum or plasma. 

(h) The person has a concentration of seventeen-hundredths of one gram or more by weight of alcohol 
per two hundred ten liters of the person’s breath. 
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(i) The person has a concentration of two hundred thirty-eight-thousandths of one gram or more by 
weight of alcohol per one hundred milliliters of the person’s urine. 

(j) Except as provided in division (K) of this section, the person has a concentration of any of the 
following controlled substances or metabolites of a controlled substance in the person’s whole blood, 
blood serum or plasma, or urine that equals or exceeds any of the following: 

(i) The person has a concentration of amphetamine in the person’s urine of at least five hundred 
nanograms of amphetamine per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a concentration of amphetamine 
in the person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma of at least one hundred nanograms of 
amphetamine per milliliter of the person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma. 

(ii) The person has a concentration of cocaine in the person’s urine of at least one hundred fifty 
nanograms of cocaine per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a concentration of cocaine in the 
person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma of at least fifty nanograms of cocaine per milliliter of the 
person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma. 

(iii) The person has a concentration of cocaine metabolite in the person’s urine of at least one hundred 
fifty nanograms of cocaine metabolite per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a concentration of 
cocaine metabolite in the person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma of at least fifty nanograms of 
cocaine metabolite per milliliter of the person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma. 

(iv) The person has a concentration of heroin in the person’s urine of at least two thousand nanograms 
of heroin per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a concentration of heroin in the person’s whole blood 
or blood serum or plasma of at least fifty nanograms of heroin per milliliter of the person’s whole blood 
or blood serum or plasma. 

(v) The person has a concentration of heroin metabolite (6-monoacetyl morphine) in the person’s urine 
of at least ten nanograms of heroin metabolite (6-monoacetyl morphine) per milliliter of the person’s 
urine or has a concentration of heroin metabolite (6-monoacetyl morphine) in the person’s whole blood 
or blood serum or plasma of at least ten nanograms of heroin metabolite (6-monoacetyl morphine) per 
milliliter of the person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma. 

(vi) The person has a concentration of L.S.D. in the person’s urine of at least twenty-five nanograms of 
L.S.D. per milliliter of the person’s urine or a concentration of L.S.D. in the person’s whole blood or 
blood serum or plasma of at least ten nanograms of L.S.D. per milliliter of the person’s whole blood or 
blood serum or plasma. 
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(vii) The person has a concentration of marihuana in the person’s urine of at least ten nanograms of 
marihuana per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a concentration of marihuana in the person’s whole 
blood or blood serum or plasma of at least two nanograms of marihuana per milliliter of the person’s 
whole blood or blood serum or plasma. 

(viii) Either of the following applies: 

(I) The person is under the influence of alcohol, a drug of abuse, or a combination of them, and, as 
measured by gas chromatography mass spectrometry, the person has a concentration of marihuana 
metabolite in the person’s urine of at least fifteen nanograms of marihuana metabolite per milliliter of 
the person’s urine or has a concentration of marihuana metabolite in the person’s whole blood or blood 
serum or plasma of at least five nanograms of marihuana metabolite per milliliter of the person’s whole 
blood or blood serum or plasma. 

(II) As measured by gas chromatography mass spectrometry, the person has a concentration of 
marihuana metabolite in the person’s urine of at least thirty-five nanograms of marihuana metabolite 
per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a concentration of marihuana metabolite in the person’s whole 
blood or blood serum or plasma of at least fifty nanograms of marihuana metabolite per milliliter of the 
person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma. 

(ix) The person has a concentration of methamphetamine in the person’s urine of at least five hundred 
nanograms of methamphetamine per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a concentration of 
methamphetamine in the person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma of at least one hundred 
nanograms of methamphetamine per milliliter of the person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma. 

(x) The person has a concentration of phencyclidine in the person’s urine of at least twenty-five 
nanograms of phencyclidine per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a concentration of phencyclidine in 
the person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma of at least ten nanograms of phencyclidine per 
milliliter of the person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma. 

Penalties Following Conviction: 

For first offense: Not more than 6 months (3 days mandatory) imprisonment, $375 (mandatory) - $1075 
fine;  

For Second offense within 6 years: Not more than 6 months (10 days mandatory), $525 (mandatory) - 
$1625 fine;  

For third offense within 6 years: 30 days (mandatory): 1 year, $850 (mandatory) - $2750 fine;  



  

© 2013 Innovation Research and Training, Inc.  All rights reserved.     

 

 

For 4th or 5th offenses within 20 years (felony):  1 to 5 years imprisonment (60 days mandatory), $1350 
(mandatory) - $10,500 fine. 

Discretionary Court-Ordered Penalties: 

The court may order house arrest, a clinical assessment, participation in a drug education/treatment 
program, work release, community service, and probation plus participation in a driver intervention 
program, either in combination with or in lieu of imprisonment. The court may also order restitution for 
property damage to a victim, and forfeiture or fines in lieu of forfeiture. The court may also order the 
vehicle immobilized /impoundment of the license plates up to 90 days. 

For more information: 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4511.19  
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